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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

 

CHAPTER 80-5-1 

 

SUPERVISION, EXAMINATION, REGISTRATION 

AND INVESTIGATION FEES.   ADMINISTRATIVE LATE FEES 

 

 
80-5-1-.01  General 

80-5-1-.02  License, Registration and Supervision Fees for Check 
                   Cashers and Sellers, Money Transmitters,  

                   Representative Offices and Mortgage Lenders and 

                   Brokers; Due Dates. 
80-5-1-.03 Examination, Supervision, Registration, Application  

                  and Other Fees for Financial Institutions and Nonbank  

                  Subsidiaries of Banks or Holding Companies. 
80-5-1-.04 Levy, Collection, Remittance and Refunds of Georgia 

                  Residential Mortgage Act Per Loan Fee. 

 

 

80-5-1-.05 Other Charges and Fees. 

80-5-1-.06 Fees for Credit Unions. 
80-5-1-.07 License Renewal Periods and Requirements for 

Mortgage Brokers, Mortgage Lenders, and Mortgage Originators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 80-5-1-.01  General. 

 

 (1) The annual appropriation for the Department of Banking and Finance as enacted by the 

General Assembly and signed into law, after adjustment for any differences between 

departmental revenue collections and departmental expenditures for the preceding fiscal year, 

shall be prorated among the financial institutions supervised or regulated by the Department.  

 

 (2) That portion of the annual appropriation prorated to each financial institution shall be 

assessed against such institutions.  Annual assessments are for the Department’s fiscal year, July 

1 through June 30.  Assessments for depository institutions are based upon each financial 

institution’s assets reported on either a December 31 or June 30 Report of Condition for a partial 

year.  All financial institutions with a June 30 or December 31 Call Report, including those 

acquired, converted, and or merged into a federal or national institution or into another state 

institution will also be assessed, either for a full year or for a partial year, as appropriate. 

Assessments for a full year will be mailed on or about December 1, and are due and payable no 

later than January 31.  A late payment penalty may be assessed for the full year billing at any 

time after January 31.  Assessments for a partial year will be prorated for the number of full and 

partial months as a state institution and will be mailed as soon as practical and shall be due and 

payable upon receipt.  A late payment penalty may be assessed for the partial year billing 

fourteen days after bill issuance. 

 

 (3) Newly chartered banks will not be assessed for the first three full months plus any partial 

month from the begin business date.  Thereafter, annual assessments as set forth herein shall 

apply.  The assessment period for newly chartered banks shall begin on the first day of the month 

after the first three full calendar months from the begin business date. 

 

 (4) Assessment fees for state chartered institutions merging or converting into federal or 

national institutions after July 1, but prior to the date that assessments are due and payable, will 

be prorated based on the number of full and partial months the institution operated as a state 

institution.   

 

 (5) Assessment fees for one or more state chartered institutions that merge into another state 

institution after July 1, but prior to the date that assessments are due and payable, will be 

assessed on the combined total assets and offices of the merged institutions as of June 30.  State 
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institutions that merge after the assessment date on or about December 1, shall pay the full 

assessment for each institution as billed on or about December 1. 

 

 (6) Assessment fees for a state institution that fails and is acquired by a federal or national 

institution after July 1, but prior to the date that assessments are due and payable, will be 

prorated based on the number of full and partial months the institution operated as a state 

institution.  Assessment fees for a state institution that fails and is acquired by a state institution 

after July 1, but prior to the date that assessments are due and payable, will be assessed on the 

combined total assets and combined offices of the merged institutions as of June 30.  State 

institutions that fail after the date that assessments are due and payable, will pay the full 

assessment for each institution as billed on the December 1 assessment. 

 

 (7) Assessment fees for a national bank that fails and is acquired by a state institution after 

July 1 will be prorated based on the number of full and partial months the institution operated as 

a state institution. 

 

 (8) The Department has made available an Applications Manual at its Internet website, which 

manual includes the fees for each type of application, registration and notification. 

 

 (9) The Department has policies which provide that certain qualifying institutions may 

expedite applications or submit shortened forms of applications.  The fees for these expedited 

processes have been reduced accordingly.  Criteria for banks to qualify is found at Rule 80-1-1-

.10; for bank holding companies at Rule 80-6-1-.13. 

 

Authority Ga. L. 1974, pp. 705, 732, 733, 921; Ga. L. 1976, Act 762. 

 

 

 80-5-1-.02  License, Registration and Supervision Fees for Check Cashers and Sellers, 

Money Transmitters, Representative Offices and Mortgage Lenders and Brokers; Due 

Dates. 

 

 (1) Check sellers and money transmitters. 

 

(a) The annual license fee is two thousand dollars ($2,000). 

 

(b) The annual renewal license fee is two thousand dollars ($2,000) for check sellers and one 

thousand dollars ($1,000) for money transmitters and shall be due and must be received by the 

Department on or before the first day of November of each year. Where the person or 

corporation engages in both the sale of checks and money transmission, the higher of the two 

fees shall be due and payable.  Annual license renewal fees not received prior to November 1 

will be assessed a late fee of three hundred dollars ($300) and cannot be assured of issuance or 

renewal prior to January 1. 

 

(c) An additional non-refundable application investigation fee of two hundred fifty dollars 

($250) will be assessed.   

 

(d) All check seller and money transmitter licenses shall expire on December 31 of each year. 

 

(2) Check Cashers. 

 

(a) The annual license fee is five hundred dollars ($500). 
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(b) The annual renewal license fee is five hundred dollars ($500). 

 

(c) An initial investigation and supervision fee shall be seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) for 

the first year.  It is not refundable, but if the license is granted it shall satisfy the annual fee for 

the first license period. 

 

(d) Initial and renewal license fees shall also include an additional fifty dollars ($50) for the 

second and each additional location, plus a fee in an amount as directed by the Department to 

cover the cost of the required number of fingerprints for each individual background check. 

 

(e) Annual renewal license fees shall be due and must be received by the Department on or 

before the first day of August of each year.  Annual renewal license fees not received prior to the 

first day of August of each year will be assessed a late fee of three hundred dollars ($300) and 

cannot be assured of renewal prior to October 1.  Applicants may not operate a check cashing 

business without a current license. 

 

(f) Check cashers desiring exemption pursuant to Rule 80-3-1-.02(4)(b) and designated as 

Registrants shall file an initial application and pay a registration fee of two hundred dollars 

($200) and an annual renewal application and fee of one hundred dollars ($100) due and must be 

received by the Department on or before the first day of August of each year.  Annual renewal 

fees not received prior to the first day of August of each year will be assessed a late fee of one 

hundred dollars ($100) and cannot be assured of renewal prior to October 1. 

 

(g) An initial investigation and supervision fee shall be three hundred dollars ($300) for the 

first year.  It is not refundable, but if the license is granted it shall satisfy the annual fee for the 

first registration period. 

 

(h) All check cashers licenses and registrants shall expire on September 30 of each year. 

 

(3) Registrants of representative offices, trust production offices, business production offices, 

and loan production offices shall file a registration statement, as prescribed by the Department, 

and shall pay a registration fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150) on or before the first day of 

January of each year.  Such fee is intended to cover the costs of responding to questions or 

complaints from consumers with regard to these entities doing business in Georgia and is in lieu 

of registration under O.C.G.A. § 16-14-15, as provided in O.C.G.A. § 7-1-11.  Registrants of 

international bank representative offices shall pay a registration fee of one thousand dollars 

($1,000).  Each bank holding company supervised by or registered with the Department shall pay 

on or before January 31 of each year an annual registration fee of one thousand dollars ($1,000).  

Each Georgia bank holding company or holding company that owns a Georgia bank must pay 

five hundred dollars ($500) for each additional Georgia subsidiary corporation in those 

categories, provided, however, any registrant required to register and pay a fee by another 

paragraph of this chapter shall only be required to pay one fee which shall be the higher fee. 

 

(4) Mortgage licensees and registrants. 

 

(a) Lenders.  The initial and renewal application and license fee for mortgage lenders shall be 

one thousand dollars ($1,000).  The initial one thousand dollars ($1,000) fee covers the main 

office.  Any branch offices included in the initial application shall be assessed a fee of three 

hundred fifty dollars ($350) each.  A fee of three hundred fifty dollars ($350) will be assessed for 

each additional office not initially registered, if such office is located in Georgia, and if mortgage 
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lending activity is conducted at the office.  An initial investigation fee of two hundred fifty 

dollars ($250) per applicant shall also apply.  Subsequent renewal applications and license fees 

plus a twenty dollar ($20) fee for each approved branch office located in Georgia, must be 

received on or before December 1 of each year or the applicant will be assessed a late fee of 

three hundred dollars ($300).  A renewal application and license fee not received on or before the 

December 1 renewal application deadline of each year cannot be assured of issuance or renewal 

prior to January 1, at which time the license or registration will expire. Applicants may not 

conduct a mortgage business without a current license or registration. 

 

(b) Brokers.  The initial and renewal application and license fee for mortgage brokers shall be 

five hundred dollars ($500).  The initial five hundred dollar ($500) fee covers the main office. 

Any branch offices located in Georgia shall be assessed a fee of three hundred fifty ($350) each. 

Brokers include loan processors.  Processors are defined in Rule 80-11-4-.07.  Such a processor 

may have a separate main office and other branch offices where mortgage loan processing is 

done.  The offices will be treated the same as brokers’ offices.  An initial investigation fee of two 

hundred fifty dollars ($250) per applicant shall also apply.  Subsequent renewal applications and 

license fees must be received on or before December 1 of each year or the applicant will be 

assessed a late fee of three hundred dollars ($300).  A renewal application and license fee, plus a 

twenty dollar ($20) fee for each approved branch office located in Georgia, that is not received 

on or before the December 1 renewal application deadline of each year cannot be assured of 

issuance or renewal prior to January 1, at which time the license or registration will expire.  

Applicants may not conduct a mortgage business without a current license or registration. 

 

(c) Mortgage Loan Originators.  The initial and renewal application and license fee for 

mortgage loan originators shall be one hundred dollars ($100).  Subsequent renewal application 

fees must be received by the Department on or before December 1 of each year or the applicant 

will be assessed a late fee of one hundred dollars ($100).  A renewal application is not deemed 

received until all required information, including a renewal fee in the appropriate amount and 

documentation showing that the requisite continuing education hours have been obtained, has 

been provided by the licensee.  A renewal application, containing all of the required information 

along with the correct fees and proof of required continuing education that is not received by the 

Department on or before the December 1 renewal application deadline of each year cannot be 

assured of issuance or renewal prior to January 1, at which time the license or registration will 

expire.  Effective August 1, 2010, applicants may not conduct mortgage loan origination activity 

without a current license. 

 

(d) Lender Registrants.  The initial and renewal application and registration fee for mortgage 

lenders required to register but not be licensed with the Department shall be one thousand dollars 

($1,000), due on or before December 1 of each year.  An initial investigation fee of two hundred 

fifty dollars ($250) per applicant shall also apply.  Subsequent renewal applications and 

registration fees must be received on or before December 1 of each year or the applicant will be 

assessed a late fee of three hundred dollars ($300).  A renewal application and registration fee 

not received on or before the December 1 renewal application deadline of each year cannot be 

assured of issuance or renewal prior to January 1, at which time the license or registration will 

expire.  Applicants may not conduct a mortgage business without a current license or 

registration. 

 

(e) Broker Registrants.  The initial and renewal application and registration fee for mortgage 

brokers required to register but not be licensed with the Department shall be five hundred dollars 

($500), due on or before December 1 of each year. An initial investigation fee of two hundred 

fifty dollars ($250) per applicant shall also apply.  Subsequent renewal applications and 
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registration fees must be received on or before December 1 of each year or the applicant will be 

assessed a late fee of three hundred dollars ($300).  A renewal application and registration fee 

not received on or before the December 1 renewal application deadline of each year cannot be 

assured of issuance or renewal prior to January 1, at which time the license or registration will 

expire.  Applicants may not conduct a mortgage business without a current license or 

registration.  

 

(f) All license, investigation, registration, and supervision fees, late fees and assessed civil 

penalties must be paid prior to renewal of the annual license or registration, reinstatement of a 

license or registration, reapplication for a license or registration or any other approval from the 

Department. 

 

(g) All late fees collected by the Department, net of the cost of recovery, which cost shall 

include any cost of hearing and discovery in preparation for hearing, shall be paid into the state 

treasury to the credit of the general fund or may be paid as provided in O.C.G.A. § 7-1-1018(e). 

 

(h) Applicants for approval to acquire directly or indirectly ten percent (10%) or more of the 

voting shares of a corporation or ten percent (10%) or more of the ownership of any other entity 

licensed to conduct business as a mortgage lender and/or a mortgage broker under O.C.G.A. 

Article 13 (otherwise called change of control) shall pay a nonrefundable investigation, 

application and processing fee of five hundred dollars ($500).  

 

(i) Application for an additional office of a licensee shall be accompanied by a nonrefundable 

fee of three hundred fifty dollar ($350), as provided in O.C.G.A. §7-1-1006.  

 

(j) The fee for initial application for approval by the Department for a school or education 

provider shall be five hundred dollars ($500).  An application for approval will be on a form 

provided by the Department at its website.  The fee is nonrefundable.  The fee for annual renewal 

of such approval is two hundred fifty dollars ($250). 

 

(5) The Department may discount or surcharge all supervision or license fees herein provided 

to assure funding of annual appropriations by the General Assembly. 

 

Authority Ga. L. 1974, pp. 705, 732, 733, 921; Ga. L. 1976, Act 762, p. 168; 1990, p. 739; 1993, 

p. 543; O.C.G.A. § 7-1-41; § 7-1-61; § 7-1-685; O.C.G.A. § 7-1-701; O.C.G.A. § 7-1-703; 

O.C.G.A. § 7-1-716; O.C.G.A. § 7-1-721; § 7-1-1001.1; and § 7-1-1005. 

 

 

 80-5-1-.03  Examination, Supervision, Registration, Application and Other Fees for 

Financial Institutions and Nonbank Subsidiaries of Banks or Holding Companies.  

 

 (1) Examinations. That portion of annual appropriations allocable to regular examination and 

supervision activities shall be assessed in accordance with the following scale for depository 

financial institutions: 
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 (a)  

 

If the amount of  

Total Assets is: 

Assessment will be: 

Over But Not Over This Amount Plus Of Excess Over 

0 

1,700,000 

15,000,000 

85,000,000 

185,000,000 

915,000,000 

1,825,000,000 

5,470,000,000 

18,240,000,000 

36,485,000,000 

45,000,000,000 

57,000,000,000 

92,000,000,000 

  130,000,000,000 

  180,000,000,000 

1,700,000 

15,000,000 

85,000,000 

185,000,000 

915,000,000 

1,825,000,000 

5,470,000,000 

18,240,000,000 

36,485,000,000 

45,000,000,000 

57,000,000,000 

 92,000,000,000 

130,000,000,000 

180,000,000,000 

   0 

3,060 

6,119 

19,419 

29,419 

98,769 

176,119 

438,559 

1,153,679 

2,065,929 

2,406,529 

2,826,529 

3,876,529 

4,826,529 

5,976,529 

    0.001800 

0.000230 

0.000190 

0.000100 

0.000095 

0.000085 

0.000072 

0.000056 

0.000050 

0.000040 

0.000035 

0.000030 

0.000025 

0.000023 

0.000020 

                     * 0 

1,700,000 

15,000,000 

85,000,000 

185,000,000 

915,000,000 

1,825,000,000 

5,470,000,000 

18,240,000,000 

36,485,000,000 

45,000,000,000 

57,000,000,000 

 92,000,000,000 

130,000,000,000 

180,000,000,000 

 

 * Minimum assessment is $350. 

 

 Note:  Total Assets and resultant assessment may be rounded to the nearest dollar. 

 

 (b) All other financial institutions, including credit card banks, bankers banks, central credit 

unions, and related corporations not covered elsewhere in this Section, licensees and registrants 

under Article 4 (Sale of Checks) and 4A (Check Cashers) of Chapter 1 of Title 7, O.C.G.A., 

licensees and registrants under Article 13 (Georgia Residential Mortgage Act), and trust 

departments shall pay an examination fee at the rate of $65 per examiner-hour but not less than 

$500 unless such examination is conducted in conjunction with another ongoing examination in 

which case there shall be no minimum charge.  The above per hour charge shall be compensation 

for the work of department examiners as well as any necessary, qualified outside assistance.  The 

$500 minimum charge may be waived by the Commissioner or his/her designee when such 

charge clearly exceeds the hours spent on an examination.  Check casher fees for examination 

shall be remitted to the state treasury net of any fees paid by the Department for examination by 

a third party. 

 

 (c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b) above, licensees under Article 13 shall 

pay the actual cost incurred by the Department in the conduct of an out of state examination, 

including personnel costs, transportation costs, meals, lodging and other incidental expenses,  in 

addition to $65 per examiner hour spent on the examination. 

 

 (d) If an examination or supervisory visit is conducted of any financial institution during the 

same calendar year in which a previous examination has already been conducted, the institution 

shall pay expenses, including personnel costs, transportation costs, meals, lodging and other 

incidental expenses, and an additional examination fee at the rate of $65 per examiner-hour 

required for such examination. 

 



 7 

 (e) The Department may discount or surcharge all examination and supervision fees herein 

provided to assure that anticipated revenues of the Department will fund the annual appropriation 

by the General Assembly. 

 

 (f) The Department may also require reimbursement for direct expenses, such as 

transportation costs, meals, lodging, etc. associated with out-of-state examinations or supervisory 

visits for any regulated entity, including money services businesses. 

 

 (2) Banking applications: 

 

 (a) Applicants for new branch offices or relocations of financial institutions shall pay an 

investigation fee of $1,250 for each application.  Simple redesignations of existing bank 

locations require only prior notification in writing.  Branch Offices established under the notice 

procedure shall pay a fee of $500. 

 

 (b) Applicants for approval of new bank, trust company, state savings or mutual savings bank 

or savings and loan, or building and loan charters shall pay an investigation fee of $20,000 for 

each application.  Bank charter applications qualifying for expedited processing will be assessed 

an investigation fee of $10,000.  Applicants for approval of a new credit card bank or a special 

purpose bank shall pay an investigation fee of $25,000.  Prior to commencing business, 

successful applicants shall pay a supervisory and examination fee covering the preopening 

organizational supervision and initial operating supervision of the new institution in the amount 

of $5,000.  

 

 (c) Applicants for approval for a company to become a bank holding company, other than for 

a de novo bank, may receive regular or expedited processing.  Regular processing is $3,500; 

expedited processing is $2,500.  Formation of a holding company simultaneously with formation 

of a de novo bank requires a regular processing fee of $3,500, which, if applicable, is reduced by 

the fee for a new state charter. 

 

 (d) Applicants for a bank holding company to acquire five (5) percent or more but less than 

twenty-five (25) percent of the outstanding voting stock of financial institutions, or for review of 

a change of control shall pay an investigation fee of $3,500 for each such application, provided, 

however, the Commissioner may waive or reduce such investigation fee in the case of a merger 

under emergency conditions as determined by the Department or in cases of: 

 

 (i) Interstate transactions where a comparable fee has already been paid for an earlier, related 

transaction among the same entities and where the resulting holding company pays an annual 

registration fee of $1,000; or 

 

 (ii) Interstate transactions involving no Georgia state banks where the resulting holding 

company with branches or banks in Georgia pays an annual registration fee of $1,000. 

 

 (e) Applicants for a bank holding company to acquire more than twenty-five (25) percent of 

the outstanding voting stock of financial institutions, shall pay an investigation fee of $6,000.  

Expedited processing for these acquisitions is $4,500.  The fee for an intrastate and a covered 

interstate merger of banks or bank holding companies is $4,500, reduced by a Department fee for 

a simultaneous acquisition if it has been paid.  The Commissioner, however, may waive or 

reduce such investigation fee in the case of a merger under emergency conditions as determined 

by the Department or, in cases of: 
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 (i) Interstate transactions where a comparable fee has already been paid for an earlier, related 

transaction among the same entities and where the resulting holding company pays an annual 

registration fee of $1,000; or 

 

 (ii) Interstate transactions involving no Georgia state banks where the resulting holding 

company with branches or banks in Georgia pays an annual registration fee of $1,000. 

 

 (f) Applicants for license to operate an international agency shall pay an investigation fee of 

$5,000. In the event the application is denied, $2,000 representing the applicant's initial license 

fee shall be refunded. International bank agencies and domestic international banking facilities 

shall pay an annual license or registration fee of $2,000, on the first day of April of each year. 

Renewal licenses shall be issued for a twelve month period. 

 

 (g) Depository financial institutions, except credit card banks, bankers banks, and central 

credit unions shall pay an annual supervision fee as part of the examination fee prescribed in 

Rule 80-5-1-.03. 

 

 (h) All other financial institutions supervised by the Department who are not already covered 

by this chapter, except international agencies, shall pay an annual supervision fee of $500, due 

on or before January 31 of each year. 

 

 (i) The investigation fee for conversion to a state bank is $20,000. 

 

 (j) If a bank satisfies the banking factors set out in the Department’s Statement of Policies, 

the fee to exercise a single trust power is $250 and the processing is expedited to 7 days.  A 

completed letter form application to exercise limited trust powers will be reviewed in 15 days; 

the fee is $750.  A bank that desires to exercise full trust powers files a regular application 

including a copy of the FDIC application.  A complete application will be reviewed in 30 days; 

the fee is $1,250.  A new trust company, which must be affiliated with a Georgia bank, requires 

an investigation fee of $20,000. 

 

 (k) Regular applications to establish or acquire a subsidiary of a bank shall require a fee of 

$500.  Banks qualified to file expedited applications according to the criteria in DBF Rule 80-1-

1-.10 are not subject to a fee. 

 

 (3) General rules for fees; holding companies with subsidiaries in Georgia. 

 

 (a) Fifty (50) percent of fees payable under the provisions of subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) 

and (i) of Section (2) of this Rule may be rebated to the applicant upon withdrawal of the 

application prior to the performance of any field investigation which might be required. Actual 

amounts rebated shall be at the discretion of the Department based upon the administrative time 

devoted to consultation with the applicant and processing of the application.  Each bank holding 

company supervised by or registered with the Department shall pay on or before January 31 of 

each year an annual registration fee of $1,000.  Each Georgia bank holding company or a holding 

company that owns a Georgia bank shall pay on or before January 31 of each year an additional 

$500 for each Georgia non-bank subsidiary corporation of the bank holding company, excluding 

subsidiaries assessed pursuant to Paragraph 80-5-1-.03(1)(a) and subsidiaries paying an annual 

license or registration fee pursuant to Paragraph 80-5-1-.02(4), as of June 30 preceding the due 

date of January 31. 
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 (b) Applications covering more than one transaction (branch, acquisition, merger, etc.), 

which require the Department to separately analyze each application shall pay the applicable fee 

for each transaction. 

 

 (c) The annual assessment rates included in subparagraph (1)(a) above will normally be used 

in connection with any annual assessment of depository financial institutions having banking 

offices in more than one state including Georgia.  The Commissioner, however, will have the 

discretion to deviate from the rates included in the assessment schedule and other rates and 

charges including application fees in order to facilitate or implement interstate efforts to regulate 

and supervise multi-state banks or for parity reasons. 

 

Authority Ga. L. 1974, pp. 709, 732, 733; Ga. L. 1976, Act 762; 1990, p. 739; 1993, p. 543; 

O.C.G.A. §7-1-41; §7-1-61. 

 

 

 80-5-1-.04  Levy, Collection, Remittance and Refunds of Georgia Residential Mortgage 

Act Per Loan Fee.  

 

(a) Each borrower who obtains a mortgage loan as defined in O.C.G.A. § 7-1-1000(21) shall 

pay to the department a per loan fee of $10.00.  The $10.00 fee will be due if the loan is a 

residential mortgage loan as defined in the Georgia Residential Mortgage Act, and if a security 

deed, a modification of a security deed, or other form or modification of a security interest is 

recorded.  A change to a security instrument made solely for the purpose of correcting a clerical 

error will not be subject to a $10.00 fee.  Any person who closes mortgage loans that are subject 

to regulation under Article 13, regardless of whether said person is required to be licensed or 

registered under the Georgia Residential Mortgage Act, shall act as collecting agent for payment 

to the department of said per loan fee  for each mortgage loan closed by that person.  A mortgage 

loan shall be deemed to have been closed by a person if such person is indicated as the secured 

party on the security deed or any other loan document that establishes a lien on the residential 

real estate taken as collateral for the mortgage loan. 

 

(b) The fees payable under the provisions of subsection (a) shall be payable to the department 

by the collecting agent, who is the person responsible for remittance of such fees on a 

semiannual basis.  More specifically, such fees for the period January 1 through June 30 of each 

year shall be remitted to the department no later than the first business day of September of each 

year and such fees for the period July 1 through December 31 of each year shall be remitted to 

the department no later than the first business day of March of each year.  A fee statement 

indicating the number of mortgage loans closed during the applicable reporting period by the 

person remitting the payment shall accompany the fees remitted.  The Department requires that 

the per loan fees and/or the corresponding statement shall be remitted to the Department through 

its online reporting and payment system at https://bkgfin.dbf.state.ga.us/GRMAFee.html.  

Failure to remit per loan fees and or the corresponding statement via the online reporting and 

payment system may result in a fine.   

 

Authority Ga. L. 1974, pp. 732, 733; Ga. L. 1988, p. 243; 1993, p. 543; O.C.G.A. § 7-1-41; § 7-

1-61; § 7-1-1012. 

 

  

https://bkgfin.dbf.state.ga.us/GRMAFee.html
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 80-5-1-.05  Other Charges and Fees. 

 

(1) The department may from time to time establish reasonable charges for copies of records 

and publications of the department consistent with the provisions of Code Section 50-18-71.  

Copies of records of the department available for public inspection shall be made by department 

personnel.  Persons requesting copies of such records shall pay 25 cents per page of copy as 

provided in subsection (c) of Code Section 50-18-71 plus an additional charge of 25 cents per 

page copied as provided in subsection (d).  In no event shall the aggregate charge be less than $3.  

One copy of any department publication not available electronically may be provided without 

charge to financial institutions paying supervision fees pursuant to Rule 80-5-1-.02. 

 

(2) Requests for non-consumer related letter rulings submitted by persons other than persons 

under the direct supervision of the department shall be accompanied by a fee of $250. 

 

(3) A charge of $1,500 shall be paid by parties requesting public hearings before the 

department pursuant to Rule Chapter 80-1-1.  In addition, where a hearing officer not regularly 

employed by the department conducts the hearing, the actual charge for the services of such 

person shall be paid. 

 

(4) Persons requesting affidavits certifying to the authenticity of any documents or to the 

validity of any outstanding charter or license shall pay a fee of $25 in addition to any copy 

charges. 

 

(5) Each person required to submit fingerprint cards to the department for any reason, 

including but not limited to:  initial application, change in control, addition of new officer or 

director or person managing the business, or expanded background check of an employee, shall 

submit to the department a money order or certified check in an amount as directed by the 

department a fee to cover the cost of the required number of fingerprints for each individual 

background check. 

 

(6) The fee for name permission application investigations shall be $150.  The fee is non-

refundable. 

 

 

Authority Ga. L. 1974, pp. 732, 733; Ga. L. 1988, p. 243; 1993, p. 543; O.C.G.A. § 7-1-41; § 7-

1-61; § 7-1-1004. 

 

 

 80-5-1-.06  Fees for Credit Unions. 

 

 (a) Applicants for approval by the department of addition of a single residential common 

bond group shall pay an investigation fee of $1,000.00.  

 

 (b) Applicants for department approval of merger of two credit unions where neither is 

considered financially or otherwise unsafe or unsound shall pay an investigation fee of 

$1,000.00. 

 

 (c) Applicants for department approval of conversion from a federal or out of state credit 

union to a state credit union shall pay an investigation fee of $1,000.00 
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 (d) The department may in its discretion waive or reduce a fee based on the circumstances of 

the application. 

 

Authority Ga. L. §7-1-41; §7-1-61; §7-1-663. 

 

 

 80-5-1-.07  License Renewal Periods and Requirements for Mortgage Brokers, 

Mortgage Lenders, and Mortgage Originators. 

 

 (a) For purposes of this Article the Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System and Registry 

(NMLSR) is defined as a uniform multi-state administration of an automated licensing system 

for mortgage brokers and mortgage lenders.  The department’s participation in the NMLSR is 

authorized by O.C.G.A. § 7-1-1003.5. 

 

 (b) All applications for new licenses or registrations must be made through NMLSR.  Fees 

for new applications include an initial Department investigation fee and the appropriate 

application fee for the application type.  Applications for new licenses and registrations which 

are approved between November 1 and December 31 in any year will not be required to file a 

renewal application for the next calendar year.  All fees are non-refundable. 

 

 (c) All licenses and registrations issued pursuant to the Act shall expire on December 31 of 

each year, and an application for renewal shall be made annually between November 1 and 

December 31 each year.  Subsequent renewal applications and/or license fees must be received 

on or before December 1 of each year or the applicant will be assessed a late fee as set forth in 

these rules by license or registration type.  A renewal application is not deemed received until all 

required information, including documentation of any required continuing education coursework, 

and corresponding fees, has been provided by the licensee.  A proper renewal application not 

received on or before the December 1 renewal application deadline of each year cannot be 

assured of issuance or renewal prior to January 1, at which time the license or registration will 

expire.  Unless a proper application has been received any license or registration which is not 

renewed on or before December 31 will require the applicant to file a reinstatement application 

in order to conduct mortgage business in the State after that date. 

 

Authority O.C.G.A. § 7-1-1003.5. 

 

 

 


